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Heidelberg has been a home for astronomy innovation for centuries. In 1609 Kepler's Astronomia Nova was printed here. Heidelberg also saw
the birth of astrophysics, which can be marked by Kirchhoff's amd Bunsen's use of their new spectral analysis to determine the composition of
the sun for the first time in 1859. Germany's first mountain observatory was erected on Königsstuhl in 1898. Today, thanks to the contributions
of six science institutes, Heidelberg is an internationally renowned center of astrophysics.

Editors

Dietrich Lemke led several projects on infrared astronomy with space telescopes at the Max Planck Institute for Astronomy in Heidelberg until
his retirement.
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Thomas Henning is Director at the Max Planck Institute for Astronomy in Heidelberg, where he leads the Planet and Star Formation
Department. He is an Honorary Professor in Observational Astronomy at Heidelberg University and a Full Professor in Astrophysics at Jena
University.
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